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fortunately they are all fragments, bits of torn books and rolls,
but they are at least the writings of Manichees, not mere refuta-
tions. Some are in a sort of Persian, more are in a Turkish dialect,
and it should be added that from the same region comes an
account of the Manichaean religion written in Chinese. As recently
as 1931 the yet more surprising discovery of a small Manichaean
Library has been made in Egypt, from near Lycopolis, consisting
of about half-a-dozen volumes in Coptic, containing hymns,
letters, some historical accounts of the tragic deaths of Mani and
his successor Sisinnius, and a lengthy work called the Chapters
or First Principles (Ke^a'Acua), Unfortunately the volumes are
badly preserved: the papyrus leaves are stuck together, and the
process of restoration, which is necessarily slow, has to precede
decipherment and publication.
All our documents, however, tell very much the same story,
they all give very much the same picture of the religion of the
Manichees. We begin, as the Manichees themselves did, by the
Two Principles and the Three Moments, The Two Principles, or
Roots, are the Light and the Dark, The contrast between the
Light and the Dark is the fundamental distinction for Manichee
thought, more fundamental than that between Good and Bad, or
God and Man. The Three Moments are the Past, the Present,
and the Future, Light and Dark are two absolutely different
eternal Existences. In the beginning they were separate, as they
should be. But in the Past the Dark made an incursion on the
Light and some of the Light became mingled with the Dark, as
it is still in the Present, in this world around us; nevertheless a
means of refining this Light from the Dark has been called into
being, and of protecting the whole realm of Light from any
further invasion, so that in the Future Light and Dark will be
happily separated.
Light and Dark are the proper designations of the two Prin-
ciples, but to Mani with the idea of Light was conjoined every-
thing that was orderly, peaceful, intelligent, clear, while with that
of Dark was conjoined everything that was anarchic, turbulent,
material, muddy. The usual Manichaean presentation of the pri-
mordial condition of Light and Dark is that of two contiguous
realms or states, existing side by side from all eternity without
any commixture. Opposite the realm of the Light, in which dwelt
the Father of Greatness, was the realm of the Dark, a region of
suffocating smoke, of destructive fire, of scorching wind, of
poisonous water, in a word, of 'darkness that might be felt*; for
the Dark to Mani, as to Bardaisan, was not * privation mere of